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Project: Cardiothoracic Theatres at Wythenshawe Hospital 
Client: Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust 
Project Value: circa £2m 
 
City Build completed a phased full refurbishment of two cardiothoracic operating theatres at 
Wythenshawe Hospital. The project included full strip out including of all fixtures, fittings and M&E then 
supply and installation of electrics, ventilation, flooring, suspended ceilings, partitions, doors, 
ironmongery, fitted furniture, wall protection, IPS, sanitary fittings, surgeons’ panel, surgeons’ pendant 
lights, theatre equipment plus decoration as well as fit-out of surgical stores, offices and staff changing 
rooms.  
 
The cardiothoracic theatres were in 
the heart of the hospital, 
surrounded by live environments 
with the other adjacent operating 
theatres remaining operational. We 
worked closely with the client’s 
project team and clinical staff in the 
development of method statements 
/ health and safety / project delivery 
and logistics plans, ensuring our 
works were segregated with 
appropriate hoardings , with clear 
pedestrian routes around the 
theatre site. Dust suppression was achieved through use of sheeting, tac mats, dust extraction boxes 
and mopping of areas (as opposed to sweeping). We worked closely with the Trust’s Infection Control 
Team, particularly with regard to monitoring for aspergillis. Our communication strategy including 
systems for maintaining information flow, weekly “look ahead” meetings with clinical staff, and “Early 
warning” meetings with the Trust to mitigate perceived risks. 
 

The theatres site was located next 
to a mortuary which added an 
extra requirement for sensitivity to 
our works. Out site team liaised 
with mortuary staff to schedule our 
works around their activities, often 
downing tools out of respect for 
families, rescheduling our works 
where necessary (thanks to robust 
programming and communication 
between all parties there  was no 
impact on our overall construction 
programme as a result).  
 
During strip out it became 
apparent the facility was riddled 

with asbestos. All City Build are UKATA asbestos awareness 
trained, so we immediately shut and secured the works area, notified the Trust and clinicians of the 
finding, and worked with the Trust to appoint specialists to survey and remove the asbestos.   
 
It was vital that the strip out of existing - and installation of new - M&E services didn’t impact on the 
activities of the adjacent operating theatres, or the hospital’s fire alarm system. We worked closely with 
the Trust’s M&E facilities team, our subcontractors and Trust FM partner Sodexho to secure break in 
permits well in advance of critical activities.  
 
We scheduled all deliveries and skip removals out of hours, typically between 7am and 8am during the 
week, before the main hospital site became busy with patients, staff and visitors. Weekend working was 
also required on this project.  
 
The completed project was handed over November 2020. 
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